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Viertel Centre for Research in Cancer Control

The Sylvia and Charles Viertel Charitable Foundation was established in 1992, following the passing
of Mr Charles Viertel, prominent Queensland investor and philanthropist.

In 2004, the Foundation made a significant and ongoing commitment to Cancer Council Queensland
in support of the Viertel Centre for Research in Cancer Control.

Cancer Council Queensland gratefully acknowledges the generous support of the Sylvia and Charles 
Viertel Charitable Foundation and its Chairman, Mr George Curphey OAM.
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Over the past seven years, we have invested more than $20 million in Viertel Centre projects, establishing the Viertel 
Centre as one of few research institutions in Queensland and Australia to conduct collaborative research and translate 
findings into outcomes that can be fully integrated with cancer services. Indeed, Cancer Council Queensland’s total 
funding contribution to research in Queensland since our founding in 1961 is well beyond $100 million, a contribution no 
other community organisations can match.

The Viertel Centre is fundamental to understanding the cancer burden in our State and for planning the delivery of 
comprehensive and integrated cancer services, investigating the myriad of factors that influence survival outcomes. 

And the need has never been so great, with many more Queenslanders diagnosed each year. While it is reassuring that 
cancer survival rates have also increased (in relative terms, by more than 30 per cent over the past twenty years), we still 
have more work to do. With continuing research, awareness and support, we can be confidently optimistic that it is only
a matter of time before cancer is beaten. 

In 2011, the Viertel Centre published the first Atlas of Cancer in Queensland, a historic milestone for cancer control. The 
Atlas is significant for its contribution to our understanding of how cancer incidence and survival affects Queenslanders 
differently depending on where a person lives. It showcases how far we have come and provides an inspiring reminder 
that we have more work to do.

On behalf of the Viertel Centre’s Executive Committee, I extend my thanks to the Sylvia and Charles Viertel Charitable 
Foundation and its Chairman, Mr George Curphey OAM, for their ongoing support of the work of the Viertel Centre.

I also acknowledge and thank the staff of the Viertel Centre for their persistent dedication to excellence in research.

I commend this report to you and thank you for being a part of our vision for a cancer free Queensland. 

Professor Jeff Dunn

Message from the Chief Executive
Officer

2011 marked the 50th Anniversary of Cancer Council Queensland, an appropriate occasion 
to reflect on the many outcomes that have been achieved since CCQ was founded in 1961.

Among the most outstanding achievements has been the establishment of the Viertel 
Centre for Research in Cancer Control and the growth of its research portfolio.

In 1961 there were about 1.5 million people living in Queensland, compared to 4.5 
million people today. We have no way of knowing how many people were diagnosed 
with cancer in 1961, but we estimate there may have been about 5,000 Queenslanders 
newly diagnosed with cancer in 1961. Today, there are well over 21,000 new diagnoses 
each year, with forecasts that more than 30,000 Queenslanders will be newly diagnosed 
annually by 2016.

Importantly, the inception of the Viertel Centre in 2004 has vastly improved our capacity
to understand cancer incidence and mortality in Queensland, with a focus on 
epidemiological and psycho-oncological aspects of cancer control.
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• In 2011, the National Health and Medical Research 
Council (NHMRC) recognised the importance of our 
work by granting over $700,000 in project funding 
for the project ‘A Randomised Controlled Trial of a 
Mindfulness Intervention for Men with Advanced 
Prostate Cancer’. This project follows on from a 
pilot study in 2009, and will trial a remotely delivered 
mindfulness-based cognitive therapy (MBCT) 
program for men with advanced prostate cancer. 

• VCRCC researchers were awarded a grant of over 
$580,000 from Cancer Australia in 2011 for the 
project ‘The effects of stigma and nihilistic views
on lung cancer outcomes’. 

• The leader of the Community and Applied Psycho-
Oncology Research program, Professor Suzanne 
Chambers, was named the 2011 Winner of Clinical 
Research Award in the Australian Society for Medical 
Research (Qld) Health and Medical Research Awards.

• The VCRCC published over 60 peer-reviewed 
scientific manuscripts in 2011, a 70% increase
over 2010.

• In February 2011 the Cancer Council Queensland 
released the report Atlas of Cancer in Queensland: 
Geographical variation in incidence and survival 1998 
to 2007. The Atlas provided the first comprehensive 
picture of how cancer incidence and survival varied 
across the 478 statistical local areas in Queensland, 
and was based on data collected by the Queensland 
Cancer Registry (QCR).

• We have continued to develop the clinical database 
for colorectal cancers diagnosed in Queensland 
since 1996, with more than 30,000 colorectal 
cancers with stage information now coded. This 
database provides us with a unique opportunity 
to explore differentials in survival outcomes for 
colorectal cancer patients in Queensland. 

• Work continued on the Breast Cancer Outcomes 
Study investigating inequalities in clinical and 
psychosocial outcomes for women newly diagnosed 
with breast cancer. To date over 1,000 women have 
consented to participate and 800 have completed 
their initial telephone interviews. Additionally we have 
begun collecting blood samples for the joint VCRCC/
Griffith University Health Institute BioBank.

• Our work in melanoma continued with findings from
a large study indicating that those with higher levels 
of education were significantly more likely to have had 
a skin examination by a doctor and were less likely
to be diagnosed with more advanced melanoma.

• VCRCC research staff, as part of a NHMRC-funded 
Centre of Research Excellence in Sun and Health 
(CRESH) with Queensland University of Technology, 
Queensland Institute of Medical Research and 
Australian National University, continued work on 
examining the adverse and beneficial effects of sun 
exposure. This research will inform the development 
of future public health guidelines to optimise the 
health of the Australian community. 

• Our ongoing ProsCan program continued to follow 
up over 1000 men with prostate cancer to examine 
patterns of care for these patients. Recent results 
demonstrate that there are systematic differences 
in men’s prostate cancer management both for 
diagnosis and treatment. These differences are 
not only related to clinical criteria but also access 
to private hospital care, suggesting that there are 
inequities in health care service provision that are 
system based.

• Work began on the ProsCan for Life project, which 
is trialling a new telephone and internet based 
supportive care intervention for men diagnosed with 
localised prostate cancer. Importantly the intervention 
combines peer support with symptom management 
and a home-based exercise component to improve 
overall wellness.

Research highlights from 2011
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Research Australia is a national not-for-profit alliance of 
companies and organisations, including leading research 
and academic institutions, philanthropic organisations, 
community special interest groups, peak industry bodies, 
biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies, and small 
and large businesses that are committed to making health 
research a higher national priority.  With 170 member and 
supporter organisations, Research Australia’s goal is to 
raise the profile of health and medical research in Australia.  

Each year, Research Australia sponsors the Research 
Australia Awards recognising achievement in Australia’s 
health and medical research sector. In 2011, the Sylvia 
and Charles Viertel Charitable Foundation was awarded 
Research Australia’s prestigious Great Australian 
Philanthropy Award for its outstanding contribution and 
support of medical research in Australia. 

The award was accepted on behalf of the Foundation by 
its Chairman, Mr George Curphey OAM, at a well-attended 
dinner and award ceremony at the National Gallery of 
Victoria on November 16. 

Mr Curphey addressed more than 160 guests including 
Research Australia CEO Elizabeth Foley, Victorian Minister 
for Innovation, Services & Small Business, Hon. Louise 
Asher MP, former Federal Minister for Health and Ageing 
Dr Michael Wooldridge, the Deputy Chair of Research 
Australia, Mr Peter Wills AC, Nobel Laureate Professor 
Peter Doherty and top ranking representatives of Australia’s 
scientific, academic and business community.

Following are extracts of the award nomination:

The Sylvia and Charles Viertel Charitable Foundation was 
established in 1992 following the passing of Mr Charles 
Viertel, prominent Queensland investor and philanthropist. 
Mr Viertel’s wish, through the Foundation, was to support 
medical research, to improve the health of the community 
and to contribute to the alleviation of hardship among the 
aged. Mr Viertel directed that funds be given to charities 
with low administrative expenses.

The Foundation was established with an initial bequest 
of approximately $60,000,000 and is today one of the 
largest charitable foundations in Australia. Through the 
Foundation’s grant programs, almost $9,000,000 is given 
each year to charitable causes in Australia. 

The Sylvia and Charles Viertel Charitable Foundation has 
provided vital funding for Cancer

Council Queensland programs since 1998. This has 
included $600,000 for the pilot phase of a Melanoma 
Screening Trial that began in 1998 and was completed 
successfully in 2001. During this time, over 16,000 people 
were screened for melanoma and the rate of diagnosis 
of early curable melanoma more than doubled in the 
communities receiving the program. This work received 
national and international recognition.

In 2003, the Foundation provided significant funding of 
$10,000,000 for the ten-year period

2004 to 2014 to establish and support the Cancer Council 
Queensland’s Viertel Centre for Research in Cancer 
Control. With the Foundation’s support, the Viertel Centre 
has become a leading centre of epidemiologic and 
psycho-oncological research in cancer in Queensland.  
It is one of the few research institutions in Australia with 
the capacity to conduct collaborative research and then 
to translate the findings directly into improved cancer 
services for the benefit of the community.  

Through the Sylvia and Charles Viertel Charitable 
Foundation, the legacy of Mr Charles Viertel lives on, 
supporting community-based charities, funding innovative 
medical research, and, above all, improving the lives of 
ordinary people.  The Foundation is something of which
Mr Viertel would have been justly proud. 

Research Australia 
Awards 2011
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Descriptive Epidemiology Research 
Program
In February 2011 the Cancer Council Queensland released its landmark report Atlas of Cancer in 
Queensland: Geographical variation in incidence and survival 1998 to 2007 to coincide with its 50th 
Anniversary celebrations. The Atlas provides a comprehensive picture of how cancer incidence and 
survival vary across the 478 statistical local areas in Queensland, and is based on data collected by the 
Queensland Cancer Registry (QCR). The report makes an important contribution to our understanding 
of how cancer incidence and survival varies in Queensland depending on where you live. The Atlas 
highlights the substantial inequalities that exist for cancer patients in regional and disadvantaged parts 
of Queensland, and provides a key tool for reducing these variations to achieve equal survival rates for all 
Queenslanders. The Atlas underpins a large body of research aimed at better understanding the
reasons for these disparities.
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Consistent with the scope of the Cancer Atlas, a key 
research priority for the VCRCC has been to examine 
the geographical inequalities in cancer outcomes across 
Queensland, and nationally. Some of the key findings 
published from this work include: 

• Survival is lower for rectal cancer patients who live 
further away from radiotherapy facilities.

• A woman’s risk of being diagnosed with advanced 
breast cancer depends on where she lives, separate 
from the individual characteristics of the woman 
herself.

• Survival outcomes for women diagnosed with 
breast cancer are better for those living in the most 
affluent areas.

• Cancer incidence is generally higher in more 
urbanised areas.

• A person’s risk of being diagnosed with advanced 
colorectal cancer is greater in regional areas of 
Queensland compared to people in south east 
Queensland. 

• The use of diagnostic and treatment services among 
men living in rural areas of Australia remains lower than 
among their urban counterparts, survival outcomes are 
poorer, and these differentials are continuing. 

• Children diagnosed with cancer while living in more 
regional and remote areas of Australia have lower 
survival than children living in major cities. 

VCRCC research staff  published a paper in the Medical 
Journal of Australia titled “When do I know I am cured? 
Using conditional estimates to provide better information 
about cancer survival prospects”. Estimates of conditional 
survival are important for cancer clinicians, patients and 
their carers as it helps to answer the question “Now 
that I have survived for x number of years, what is the 
probability that I will survive another y number of years?” 
We found that the prognosis for patients with cancer 
improves with each additional year that they survive 
and this is most apparent for those surviving stomach, 
colorectal, cervical and thyroid cancer and melanoma. 
This paper generated significant interest in the medical 
and general community including an article in the 
Australian Financial Review and an interview on the
ABC’s Health Report.



Annual Report     6

Our work in skin cancer and particularly in melanoma, the 
most serious form of skin cancer continued in 2011. Utilising 
our large databases of melanoma patients and information 
from the Queensland Cancer Registry we examined 
survival from melanoma, and how socio-economic status 
impacts on risk of being diagnosed with more advanced 
melanoma, and we collaborated on the discovery of genes 
likely to be important in predisposition to melanoma. Our 
findings included:

• The outlook for people in Queensland who are 
diagnosed with thin invasive melanoma is positive 
although continued clinical vigilance is warranted for 
patients with nodular melanoma and those with the 
thickest tumours.

• Those diagnosed with more advanced melanoma 
are more likely to have lower educational attainment 
and less likely to have undergone a whole-body skin 
examination by their doctor prior to be diagnosed 
with melanoma. These findings help to inform the 
development of targeted interventions to those 
population groups at higher risk.

• The discovery of a number of genes that play a role 
in melanoma susceptibility, and better understanding 
of the relationship between some susceptibility genes 
and skin and eye colour. 

Cancer Causes and Control
Skin Cancer
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Our atlas on cancer incidence and survival identified 
significant disparities in survival from breast cancer in 
Queensland with women in rural and regional areas having 
significantly worse survival after breast cancer compared 
to the average for Queensland. With funding from 
Cancer Australia, the Breast Cancer Outcomes Study 
represents the largest study undertaken that is specifically 
designed to identify the factors that influence survival and 
inequalities in psycho-social outcomes. Pilot work was 
completed in 2010 and the full 5-year study began in 2011.

• To date over 1,000 women have joined the study. 
Over 800 completed their first interviews in 2011
of whom 45% live in regional, rural or remote areas.

• The average age when first diagnosed is 59 years.  
Over half of the study participants have told us their 
breast cancer was diagnosed through a mammogram, 
while 44% first detected a lump in their breast.

• In a sub-sample of study participants we will be 
examining how chemotherapy impacts on cognitive 
impairment, including memory, executive brain 
functions, and information processing speed. 
Findings in this sub-study will inform the development 
of self-management materials to assist women who 
experience these often-reported side effects.

• In 2011 we formalised the processes and procedures 
to collect blood samples for the newly established 
joint VCRCC-Griffith Health Institute Biobank. The 
Biobank will provide a unique opportunity to better 
understand the role that genetics play in breast 
cancer outcomes.

Breast Cancer
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In 2011 we continued our vital work in prostate cancer, 
a cancer that affects more than 20,000 men in Australia 
each year. 

The Prostate Cancer Supportive Care and Patient 
Outcomes Study (ProsCan) is examining the patterns 
of care for men diagnosed with prostate cancer in 
Queensland, and evaluating the effectiveness of a new 
supportive care intervention. All participants are at 
least 3 years post-treatment, with the first of the cohort 
reaching 6-years post-treatment mid-2011 and follow-
up of participants will now continue for up to 10 years 
post-treatment.

• Analysis of data collected from the supportive 
care intervention trial has shown that younger men 
experience more difficulties over time than older men; 
and that younger men with higher levels of education 
particularly benefited from the intervention in terms
of cancer-specific distress and mental health.

The ProsCan for Couples study is trialling a sexuality 
intervention for men who received surgery for prostate 
cancer and their partners, comparing peer and nurse 
support. Pilot and focus group data from the study has 
recently been published, examining both the adjustment 
outcomes of couples and the peers’ experiences in 
delivering the intervention. Early key findings indicate that:

• Distress in couples decreased over time but more
so for partners.

• Peers were motivated to become involved in the 
project by altruism and a belief in research, and 
reported personal growth from their experience:

“I was looking at it as me being a guide to those who
have problems or a lack of knowledge and being able
to steer them towards an area where they could gain
the information.”

“There’s three things you learn out of this; one is that you 
become more compassionate, you gain wisdom and you 
gain insight.”

• Peers found working within research protocols and 
the focus on sexuality and couples challenging at 
times, but overall felt it was a positive experience. 

• Peer support appears promising as a model to 
support couples facing prostate cancer. Results from 
the main study will identify the longer-term outcomes 
of couples who receive this support.

In 2011 work began on our new NHMRC-funded ProsCan 
for Life study. The study is a randomised controlled trial 
of a supportive care intervention for men with localised 
prostate cancer. The intervention involves self-management 
resources (both print and web-based) and tele-based 
group peer support to target unmet supportive care needs 
and improve overall wellbeing in men recently diagnosed 
with prostate cancer in Queensland. This will be compared 
with usual care i.e. currently available resource and 
support materials. The project aims to recruit 580 men, 
with 290 men in each arm. Development of the project 
was completed in 2011, and recruitment of participants 
commenced in late 2011. Recruitment and intervention 
delivery will continue throughout 2012.

Community and applied psycho-oncology
Prostate Cancer Research Program
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Men with a family history of prostate cancer are at 
increased risk of developing prostate cancer and, unlike 
numerous other cancers, having a family history of prostate 
cancer does not change the cancer screening guidelines 
for these men. We are examining the preventive health 
behaviours of men with a family history of prostate cancer 
and how men make decisions about their preventive health 
behaviours. The information obtained from this study will 
inform the development of information and supportive care 
programs to address the specific needs of men with a 
family history of prostate cancer.

 • In all, 419 brothers and sons of men participating 
in the ProsCan Program agreed to take part and 
preliminary results suggest that first-degree relatives 
have a greater desire for information about prostate 
cancer prevention, are more concerned about getting 
prostate cancer, and are tested more often than men 
without a family history.  However, their information 
needs and motivations for testing are similar to those 
of all men. 

Lung cancer is the 5th most common cancer in Australia 
and is the most common cause of cancer-related death. 
It has been suggested that attitudes to lung cancer may 
play a role in poor outcomes, and in this regard ‘stigma’ 
has been proposed as central to the experience of lung 
cancer.  In 2011 the VCRCC in collaboration with Griffith 
University and Cancer Council NSW were awarded a grant 
from Cancer Australia to investigate the effects of stigma 
and nihilism in outcomes from lung cancer. The aim of 
this study is to build an accessible evidence base on the 
effects of stigma and nihilistic views on outcomes in lung 
cancer in Australia. During the study we will be conducting 
in-depth interviews and a national online survey with health 
professionals who manage lung cancer patients. We will 
additionally seek the perspective of lung cancer patients 
and their carers as well as collecting more detailed clinical 
and psychosocial data. Key activities during 2011 included:

• The completion and submission of a systematic 
literature review on the current evidence relating to 
stigma and nihilism on lung cancer outcomes.

• Commencing a series of qualitative interviews with 
health professionals from a variety of disciplines 
to seek their perspectives on the effects of stigma 
and nihilism.

 

Developing support services for the 
families of men with prostate cancer Lung cancer research
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CanChange: A lifestyle intervention for colorectal 
cancer survivors

There is a need to develop and trial interventions for 
colorectal cancer survivors with a focus on lifestyle factors 
as a significant number of colorectal cancer survivors are 
physically inactive, eat a poor diet and are overweight 
or obese post diagnosis, which negatively impacts on 
their cancer recovery, overall quality of life, risk of cancer 
recurrence and potentially their survival.  CanChange is 
a randomised controlled trial investigating the effects of 
a telephone-delivered lifestyle intervention on lifestyle 
factors and health outcomes for recently diagnosed 
colorectal cancer survivors. A total of 410 colorectal 
cancer survivors have been recruited into the study. 
Preliminary analyses indicate:

• Intervention effects on physical activity, mental health, 
spirituality, post-traumatic growth, body mass
index, and dietary (including overall energy intake as 
well as fat, sodium, fruit and vegetable intake)
at six months follow-up

Beating the Blues After Cancer  

The Beating the Blues after Cancer (BBAC) project is 
a randomised controlled trial of two approaches to 
intervention (therapist delivered and self-management) that 
aim to improve the psychosocial mental health of people 
with cancer, their families and carers in the community.  
Importantly, BBAC will also provide information on the 
potential economic value of these interventions.  This study 
is being conducted by Cancer Council Queensland in 
collaboration with Cancer Council New South Wales, and 
has been co-funded by Cancer Australia and beyondblue

• Recruitment for the project was completed in 2010 
with 362 participants recruited from Queensland and 
328 from NSW.  

• Data collection for baseline, 3, 6, and 12 month 
assessments are now complete (12 month 
assessments were finalised in November 2011).  
An additional 24 month follow-up assessment is 
underway to examine psychosocial distress in cancer 
patients and their carers over the longer term.  

• Analysis and reporting of baseline data found almost 
half patients and carers reported psychological 
distress and reached the clinical cut-off for 
depression, anxiety, or somatisation.  Whereas 
patients reported greater unmet needs in relation 
to psychological domains, carers reported greater 
needs in the health service domain and for 
information related to the patient with cancer.

The outcomes of the BBAC study will provide an evidence-
based and applied approach to psychosocial care for 
people with cancer and their carers. 

Lifestyle and Cancer Supportive Care Research Program
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Peer-reviewed Publications

In 2011 we published 63 papers in peer-reviewed journals.

*Bolded names belong to VCRCC research staff.

Amos CI, Wang LE, Lee JE, Gershenwald JE, Chen WV, 
Fang S, Kosoy R, Zhang M, Qureshi AA, Vattathil S, 
Schacherer CW, Gardner JM, Wang Y, Bishop DT, Barrett 
JH; GenoMEL Investigators, MacGregor S, Hayward 
NK, Martin NG, Duffy DL; Q-Mega Investigators, Mann 
GJ, Cust A, Hopper J; AMFS Investigators (Aitken J), 
Brown KM, Grimm EA, Xu Y, Han Y, Jing K, McHugh C, 
Laurie CC, Doheny KF, Pugh EW, Seldin MF, Han J, Wei 
Q. Genome-wide association study identifies novel loci 
predisposing to cutaneous melanoma. Hum Mol Genet. 
2011 Dec 15;20(24):5012-23. 17 September 2011 [Epub 
ahead of print]

Auster J, Neale R, Youl P, Baade P, Gordon L, Aitken J, 
Whiteman D, Janda M. Characteristics of men aged 50 
years or older who did not take up skin self-examination 
(SSE) following an educational intervention. Journal 
of American Academy of Dermatology (in press 21st 
October 2011)

Baade P, Dasgupta P, Aitken J, Turrell G. Geographic 
remoteness and colorectal cancer stage at diagnosis in 
Queensland: a multilevel study. British Journal of Cancer. 
2011 Sep 27;105(7):1039-41.

Baade P, Royle J, Joske D, Fritschi L. Non-cancer mortality 
among people diagnosed with lymphohaematopoietic 
neoplasm in Australia. Cancer Causes and Control; 
2011;22(5):715-723

Baade PD, Dasgupta P, Aitken JF, Turrell G. Association 
between survival and distance to closest radiation 
treatment facilities for people diagnosed with rectal cancer 
in Queensland, Australia. Medical Journal of Australia. Med 
J Aust. 2011 Sep 19;195(6):350-4

Baade PD, Meng X, Youl PH, Aitken JF, Dunn J, 
Chambers SK. The impact of body mass index and 
physical activity on mortality among patients with colorectal 
cancer in Queensland, Australia. Cancer Epidemiology, 
Biomarkers & Prevention. 2011; 20:1410.

Baade PD, Meng X, Youlden DR, Aitken JF, Youl PH. 
Time trends and latitudinal differences in melanoma 
thickness distribution in Australia.  International Journal of 
Cancer; 2011 Apr 22 [Epub ahead of print]

Baade PD, Green AC, Smithers BM, Aitken JF. Trends in 
melanoma incidence among children: possible influence of 
sun-protection programs. Expert Rev Anticancer Ther. 2011 
May;11(5):661-4.

Baade PD, Turrell G, Aitken JF. Geographic 
remoteness, area-level socioeconomic disadvantage, 
and advanced breast cancer: a cross-sectional 
multilevel study. Journal of Epidemiology and 
Community Health. 2011; 65:1037-1043.

Baade PD, Youlden DR, Chambers SK. How long have I 
got? Using conditional probability to provide more relevant 
information about cancer survival outcomes. Medical 
Journal of Australia 2011;194:73-77.

Baade PD, Youlden DR, Coory MD, Gardiner RA, 
Chambers SK. Urban rural differences in prostate cancer 
outcomes in Australia – what has changed? Medical 
Journal of Australia  2011;194(6):293-6

Barrett JH, Iles MM, Harland M, Taylor JC, Aitken JF, 
et al. Genome-wide association study identifies three 
new melanoma susceptibility loci. Nat Genet. 2011 Oct 
9;43(11):1108-13.

Batra J, Lose F, O’Mara T, Marquart L, Stephens C, 
Alexander K, Srinivasan S, Eeles RA,  Easton DF, Amin 
Al Olama A, Kote-Jarai Z, Guy M, Muir K, Lophatananon 
A,  Rahman AA, Neal DE, Hamdy FC, Donovan JL, 
Chambers SK, Gardiner RA, Aitken J, Yaxley J, Kedda, 
M-A, Clements JA, Spurdle AB. Association between 
Prostinogen (KLK15) genetic variants and prostate 
cancer risk and aggressiveness in Australia and a Meta-
analysis of GWAS data. PLoS ONE 2011; 6:e26527. 

Batra J, Lose F, Chambers SK, Gardiner RA, Aitken J, 
Yaxley J, Yeadon T, Clements J,  Spurdle A.  A replication 
study examining novel common single nucleotide 
polymorphisms identified through a prostate cancer 
genome wide association study (GWAS) in a Japanese 
population. American Journal of Epidemiology 2011, Dec 
15;174(12):1391-1395.

Professional Research Activity in 2011
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Chambers SK, Baade PD, Meng X, Youl P, Aitken J,
Dunn J. Survivor identity after colorectal cancer: 
antecedents, prevalence and outcomes. Psychooncology. 
2011; May 24 [Epub ahead of print]. 

Chambers SK, Meng R, Youl P, Aitken J, Dunn J, 
Baade P. A Five Year Prospective Study of Quality of Life 
after Colorectal Cancer. Quality of Life Research 2011; 28 
December [Epub ahead of print]

Chambers SK, Pinnock C, Lepore SJ, Hughes S, 
O’Connell DL. A systematic review of psychosocial 
interventions for men with prostate cancer and their 
partners. Patient Educ Couns 2011; Nov; 85(2):e75-88

Chambers SK, Foley E, Galt E, Ferguson M, Clutton 
S. Mindfulness groups for men with advanced prostate 
cancer: a pilot study to assess feasibility and effectiveness 
and the role of peer support. Support Care Cancer 2011; 1 
June [Epub ahead of print]

Chambers SK, Girgis A, Occhipinti S, Hutchison S, Turner 
J, Morris B, Dunn J. Psychological distress and unmet 
supportive care needs in cancer patients and carers who 
contact cancer helplines. Eur J Cancer Care (Engl) 2011; 8 
September [Epub ahead of print]

Chambers SK, Newton RU, Girgis A, Nielsen L, Lepore 
S, Mihalopoulos C, Gardiner RA, Galvao DA, Occhipinti S. 
Living with Prostate Cancer: Randomised Controlled Trial 
of a Multimodal Supportive Care Intervention for Men with 
Prostate Cancer. BMC Cancer 2011; 11: 317.

Chambers SK, Schover L, Halford K, Ferguson M, 
Gardiner RA, Occhipinti S, Dunn J. ProsCan for Couples: 
A Feasibility Study for Evaluating Peer Support within a 
Controlled Research Design. Psychooncology 2011; 6 
December [Epub ahead of print]

Cramb S, Garvey G, Valery P, Williamson D, Baade P. 
The first year counts: cancer survival among Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous Queenslanders, 1997-2006. Medical 
Journal of Australia. (In press 14th December 2011)

Cramb S, Mengersen K, Baade P. Identification of 
area-level influences on increased cancer incidence in 
Queensland, Australia:  a regressive partitioning approach. 
BMC Cancer 2011;11:311

Cramb SM, Mengersen KL, Baade PD. Developing the 
Atlas of Cancer in Queensland: Methodological Issues. 
Journal of Health Geographics 2011;10(1):9

Cust AE, Armstrong BK, Goumas C, Jenkins MA, Schmid 
H, Hopper JL, Kefford RF, Giles GG, Aitken JF, Mann GJ. 
Sunbed use during adolescence and early adulthood is 
associated with increased risk of early-onset melanoma. Int 
J Cancer. 2011 May 15;128(10):2425-35.

Cust AE, Goumas C, Holland EA, Agha-Hamilton C, Aitken 
JF, Armstrong BK, Giles GG, Kefford RF, Schmid H, 
Hopper JL, Mann GJ, Jenkins MA. MC1R genotypes and 
risk of melanoma before age 40 years: A population-based 
case-control-family study. Int J Cancer. 2011 18 Nov. [Epub 
ahead of print]

Cust AE, Harland M, Makalic E, Schmidt D, Dowty JG, 
Aitken JF, Agha-Hamilton C, Armstrong BK, Barrett JH, 
Chan M, Chang YM, Gascoyne J, Giles GG, Holland EA, 
Kefford RF, Kukalizch K, Lowery J, Randerson-Moor JA, 
Schmid H, Taylor CF, Whitaker L, Hopper JL, Newton-
Bishop JA, Mann GJ, Bishop DT, Jenkins MA. Melanoma 
risk for CDKN2A mutation carriers who are relatives of 
population-based case carriers in Australia and the UK. J 
Med Genet. 2011 Apr;48(4):266-72.

Cust AE, Jenkins MA, Goumas C, Armstrong BK, Schmid 
H, Aitken JF, Giles GG, Kefford RF, Hopper JL, Mann GJ. 
Early-life sun exposure and risk of melanoma before age 40 
years. Cancer Causes Control. 2011 Jun;22(6):885-97.

Dasgupta P, Baade P, Aitken J, Turrell G. Multilevel 
determinants of breast cancer survival: association with 
geographic remoteness and area disadvantage. Breast 
cancer research and treatment. 2011 Dec 9. [Epub ahead of 
print]

Dobbinson S, Wakefield M, Hill D, Girgis A, Aitken JF, 
Beckmann K, Reeder AI, Herd N, Spittal MJ, Fairthorne A, 
Bowles KA. Children’s sun exposure and sun protection: 
Prevalence in Australia and related parental factors. J Am 
Acad Dermatol. 2011 Sep 2. [Epub ahead of print]

Dunn J, Occhipinti S, Campbell A, Ferguson M, 
Chambers SK. Benefit finding after cancer: the role of 
optimism, intrusive thinking and social environment. Journal 
of Health Psychology 2011, 16(1) 169-177.

Galvao DA, Taaffe DR, Cormie P, Spry N, Chambers SK, 
Peddle-McIntyre CJ, Baker MK, Denham J, Joseph D, 
Groom G & Newton RU. Efficacy and safety of a modular 
multi-modal exercise program in prostate cancer patients 
with bone metastases:  A randomized controlled trial, BMC 
Cancer, 2011, 11:517:1-15.
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Green A, Baade P, Coory M, Aitken J, Smithers M. 
Population-based 20-year survival among 26,736 people 
diagnosed with thin melanomas (1.00mm) in Queensland, 
Australia. Journal of Clinical Oncology (in press 8 
December 2011)

Hawkes AL, Hamilton K, White KM, Young RMcD. A 
randomised controlled trial of a theory-based intervention 
to improve sun protective behaviour in adolescents (‘You 
can still be HOT in the shade’): study protocol. BMC 
Cancer. (In press 13 December 2011).

Hawkes AL, Lynch BM, Owen N, Aitken J. Lifestyle 
factors associated concurrently and prospectively with 
co-morbid cardiovascular disease in a population-based 
cohort of colorectal cancer survivors. European Journal of 
Cancer 2011, 47(2):267-276.

Holland J, Watson M, Dunn J. The IPOS New International 
Standard of Quality Cancer Care: Integrating The 
Psychosocial Domain into Routine Care. Psycho-Oncology. 
2011; 20(7):677-680.

Hughes K, Sargeant H, Hawkes AL. Acceptability of the 
Distress Thermometer and Problem List to community-
based telephone helpline operators and cancer patients 
and carers. BMC Cancer. 2011 Jan 31;11(1):46. 

Janda M, Neale RE, Youl P, Whiteman DC, Gordon L, 
Baade P. Impact of a video-based intervention to improve 
the prevalence of skin self-examination (SSE) in men 
50 years or older: the randomized Skin Awareness trial. 
Archives of Dermatology  2011 Jul;147(7):799-806.

Kote-Jarai Z, Olama AA, Giles GG, Severi G, Schleutker 
J, Weischer M, Campa D, Riboli E, Key T, Gronberg 
H, Hunter DJ, Kraft P, Thun MJ, Ingles S, Chanock S, 
Albanes D, Hayes RB, Neal DE, Hamdy FC, Donovan 
JL, Pharoah P, Schumacher F, Henderson BE, Stanford 
JL, Ostrander EA, Sorensen KD, Dork T, Andriole 
G, Dickinson JL, Cybulski C, Lubinski J, Spurdle 
A, Clements JA, Chambers S, Aitken J, Gardiner 
RA, Thibodeau SN, Schaid D, John EM, Maier C, 
Vogel W, Cooney KA, Park JY, Cannon-Albright L, 
Brenner H, Habuchi T, Zhang HW, Lu YJ, Kaneva R, 
Muir K, Benlloch S, Leongamornlert DA, Saunders 
EJ, Tymrakiewicz M, Mahmud N, Guy M, O’Brien LT, 
Wilkinson RA, Hall AL, Sawyer EJ, Dadaev T, Morrison J, 
Dearnaley DP, Horwich A, Huddart RA, Khoo VS, Parker 
CC, Van As N, Woodhouse CJ, Thompson A, Christmas 
T, Ogden C, Cooper CS, Lophatonanon A, Southey 
MC, Hopper JL, English DR, Wahlfors T, Tammela TL, 
Klarskov P, Nordestgaard BG, Roder MA, Tybjaerg-

Hansen A, Bojesen SE, Travis R, Canzian F, Kaaks R, 
Wiklund F, Aly M, Lindstrom S, Diver WR, Gapstur S, 
Stern MC, Corral R, Virtamo J, Cox A, Haiman CA, Le 
Marchand L, Fitzgerald L, Kolb S, Kwon EM, Karyadi 
DM, Orntoft TF, Borre M, Meyer A, Serth J, Yeager M, 
Berndt SI, Marthick JR, Patterson B, Wokolorczyk D, 
Batra J, Lose F, McDonnell SK, Joshi AD, Shahabi A, 
Rinckleb AE, Ray A, Sellers TA, Lin HY, Stephenson 
RA, Farnham J, Muller H, Rothenbacher D, Tsuchiya N, 
Narita S, Cao GW, Slavov C, Mitev V, Easton DF, Eeles 
RA. Seven prostate cancer susceptibility loci identified 
by a multi-stage genome-wide association study. Nature 
Genetics 2011; 43:785-791.

Lambert S, Girgis A, Turner J, Kayser K, Chambers S, 
McComb V, Lawsin C, Britton B, Valentine P. Use of the 
Coping-Together workbook by couples facing cancer: 
Insights into preferences for and barriers to self-directed 
learning. Asia-Pacific Journal of Clinical Oncology 2011; 7 
(Supp.4): 134.

Langbecker D, Youl PH, Kimlin M, Remm K, Janda M. 
Factors associated with recall of media reports about 
vitamin D and sun protection. Aust NZ J Public Health. 
2011; 35(2): 159-162.

Law MH, Montgomery GW, Brown KM, Martin NG, 
Mann GJ, Hayward NK, Macgregor S, Q-MEGA & AMFS 
Investigators (Aitken, J). Meta-Analysis Combining New 
and Existing Data Sets Confirms that the TERT-CLPTM1L 
Locus Influences Melanoma Risk. J Invest Dermatol. 
2011 Oct 13. [Epub ahead of print]

Legg M, Occhipinti S, Ferguson M, Dunn J,
Chambers SK. When peer support may be most beneficial:  
The relationship between upward comparison and perceived 
threat. Psycho-Oncology 2011; 20:1358-1362. 

Lose F, Batra J, O’Mara T, Fahey P, Marquart L, Eeles 
RA, Easton DF, Al Olama AA, Kote-Jarai Z, Guy M, Muir 
K, Lophatananon A, Rahman AA, Neal DE, Hamdy FC, 
Donovan JL, Chambers S, Gardiner RA, Aitken JF, 
Yaxley J, Alexander K, Clements JA, Spurdle AB, Kedda 
MA; Australian Prostate Cancer BioResource. Common 
variation in Kallikrein genes KLK5, KLK6, KLK12, and KLK13 
and risk of prostate cancer and tumor aggressiveness. Urol 
Oncol. 2011 Jul 7. [Epub ahead of print]

Lynch BM, Cerin E, Owen N, Hawkes AL, Aitken J. 
Television viewing time of colorectal cancer survivors is 
associated prospectively with quality of life. Cancer Causes 
and Control. 2011 Aug;22(8):1111-20.
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Macgregor S, Montgomery GW, Liu JZ, Zhao ZZ, Henders 
AK, Stark M, Schmid H, Holland EA, Duffy DL, Zhang M, 
Painter JN, Nyholt DR, Maskiell JA, Jetann J, Ferguson 
M, Cust AE, Jenkins MA, Whiteman DC, Olsson H, Puig 
S, Bianchi-Scarrà G, Hansson J, Demenais F, Landi MT, 
D bniak T, Mackie R, Azizi E, Bressac-de Paillerets B, 
Goldstein AM, Kanetsky PA, Gruis NA, Elder DE, Newton-
Bishop JA, Bishop DT, Iles MM, Helsing P, Amos CI, Wei 
Q, Wang LE, Lee JE, Qureshi AA, Kefford RF, Giles GG, 
Armstrong BK, Aitken JF, Han J, Hopper JL, Trent JM, 
Brown KM, Martin NG, Mann GJ, Hayward NK. Genome-
wide association study identifies a new melanoma 
susceptibility locus at 1q21.3. Nat Genet. 2011 Oct 
9;43(11):1114-8.

McDowell ME, Occhipinti S, Ferguson M, Chambers SK. 
Prospective predictors of psychosocial support service use 
after cancer. Psychooncology. 2011 Jul;20(7):788-91.

Morris BA, Chambers SK, Campbell M, Dwyer M, 
Dunn J. Motorcycles and breast cancer: The influence of 
peer support and challenge on distress and posttraumatic 
growth. Supportive Care in Cancer. 2011; October 9 [Epub 
ahead of print]

Morris B, Campbell M, Dwyer M, Dunn J & Chambers 
SK. Survivor identity and posttraumatic growth after 
participating in challenge-based peer support programs.  
British Journal of Health Psychology. 2011, 16 (3) 660-674.

O’Neil A, Hawkes AL, Chan B, Sanderson K, Forbes A, 
Hollingsworth B,  Atherton J, Hare DH, Jelinek M, Eadie 
K, Taylor CB, Oldenburg B. A randomised, feasibility trial 
of a tele-health intervention for Acute Coronary Syndrome 
patients with depression (‘MoodCare’): study protocol. 
BMC Cardiovascular Disorders. 2011 Feb 25;11:8.

Ownsworth T, Chambers S, Hawkes AL, Walker D, Shum 
D. Making sense of brain tumour: A qualitative investigation 
of personal and social processes of adjustment. 
Neuropsychological Rehabilitation. 2011 Jan;21(1):117-37. 

Rosendahl C, Hansen C, Cameron A, Bourne P, Wilson 
T, Cook B, Baker M, Keir J, Dicker T, Reid M, Williamson 
R, Weedon D, Soyer P, Youl P, Wilkinson D. Measuring 
performance in skin cancer practice: The SCARD Initiative. 
Int J Dermatol. 2011; 50(1):44-51.

Royle J, Baade P, Joske D, Fritschi L. Risk of second 
cancer after lymphohematopoietic neoplasm.  International 
Journal of Cancer. 2011,129:910–919.

Royle J, Baade P, Joske D, Girschik J, Fritschi L. Second 
cancer incidence and mortality among chronic lymphocytic 
leukemia patients: a population-based study. British Journal 
of Cancer. 2011 Sep 27;105(7):1076-81.

Schoof N, Iles MM, Bishop DT, Newton-Bishop JA, Barrett 
JH, GenoMEL consortium. (2011) Pathway-based analysis 
of a melanoma genome-wide association study: Analysis of 
genes related to tumour-immunosuppression. PLoS ONE 
6(12): e29451.

Turner J, Kelly B, Clarke D, Yates P, Sanchia A, Jolley D, 
Chambers SK, Hargraves M & McFadyen L. The PROMPT 
study: Prompting Optimal outcomes in Mood through 
tailored Psychosocial Therapies. BMC Cancer 2011; 11: 48.

Yokoyama S, Woods SL, Boyle GM, Aoude LG, MacGregor 
S, Zismann V, Gartside M, Cust AE, Haq R, Harland M, 
Taylor JC, Duffy DL, Holohan K, Dutton-Regester K, Palmer 
JM, Bonazzi V, Stark MS, Symmons J, Law MH, Schmidt 
C, Lanagan C, O’Connor L, Holland EA, Schmid H, Maskiell 
JA, Jetann J, Ferguson M, Jenkins MA, Kefford RF, Giles 
GG, Armstrong BK, Aitken JF, et al. A novel recurrent 
mutation in MITF predisposes to familial and sporadic 
melanoma. Nature. 2011 Nov 13;480(7375):99-103.

Youl P, Baade P, Parekh S, English D, Elwood M,
Aitken J. Association between melanoma thickness, prior 
clinical skin examination, and socioeconomic status: results 
of a large population-based study. International Journal of 
Cancer; 2011 128(9):2158-65

Youl PH, Baade PD, Aitken JF, Chambers SK, Turrell G, 
Pyke C, Dunn J. A multilevel investigation of inequalities in 
clinical and psychosocial outcomes for women after breast 
cancer. BioMedCentral Cancer. 2011; 11:415.

Youl PH, Janda M, Aitken JF, Whiteman DC, Baade PD. 
Body site distribution of skin cancer, pre-malignant 
and common benign pigmented lesions excised in 
general practice. British Journal of Dermatology  2011 
Jul;165(1):35-43.

Youlden D, Baade P, Valery P, Hassall T, Ward L, Green 
A, Aitken J. Area-based differentials in childhood cancer 
incidence in Australia, 1996-2006. Pediatric Blood and 
Cancer 2011 Mar 21 [Epub ahead of print]

Youlden D, Baade P. The relative risk of second primary 
cancers in Queensland, Australia: a retrospective cohort 
study. BMC Cancer; 2011;11(1):83.
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Youlden DR, Baade PD, Valery PC, Ward LJ, Green AC, 
Aitken JF, 2011.  Differentials in survival for childhood 
cancer in Australia by remoteness of residence and area 
disadvantage. Cancer Epidemiology Biomarkers and 
Prevention;20(8):1649-1657.

Descriptive reports produced by the 
VCRCC

Cramb SM, Mengersen KL, Baade PD. Atlas of Cancer 
in Queensland: geographical variation in incidence and 
survival, 1998 to 2007.  Viertel Centre for Research in 
Cancer Control, Cancer Council Queensland. Brisbane, 
Queensland: 2011.

Scientifi c Conferences

Chambers SK. 
ANZUP: Mindfulness based intervention vs. standard care 
for prostate cancer patients. USANZ-ANZUP Melbourne 
Meeting. 5 August 2011, Melbourne. 

Chambers SK. 
Effectiveness and Feasibility of a Mindfulness Group 
Intervention for Men with Advanced Prostate Cancer: A 
Pilot Study. 12th Australasian Prostate Cancer Conference. 
5 August 2011, Melbourne. 

Chambers SK. 
Factors that influence access to psychosocial care: What 
happened with translation? Victorian Integrated Cancer 
Services Supportive Care Conference. Invited Plenary. 11 
July 2011, Victorian Health Project, Melbourne. 

Chambers SK.
How do I know when I am cured? (Adjusting to a breast 
cancer diagnosis and finding the positive) Invited plenary, 
16th Reach to Recovery International Breast Cancer 
Conference, 10 October 2011, Taiwan.

Chambers SK.
Implementing psychosocial care: challenges and solutions 
Victorian Integrated Cancer Services Supportive Care 
Conference. Invited Workshop. 11 July 2011, Victorian 
Health Project, Melbourne.

Chambers SK.
Life after Prostate Cancer, Invited Presentation, Sydney 
Adventist Hospital Prostate Cancer Support Meeting, 12 
September 2011, Sydney.

Chambers SK.
Low Intensity psychological interventions for patients and 
their carers, Invited speaker, 46th Australian Psychological 
Society Annual Conference, 4 October 2011, Canberra.

Chambers SK. 
Lung cancer outcomes, stigma and nihilism: establishing 
an evidence base.  Forum on the Effects of Stigma and 
Nihilism on Lung Cancer, Invited Plenary, Cancer Australia, 
23 June 2011, Melbourne.

Chambers SK. 
Lung Cancer Stigma and Nihilism, Invited Symposium, 
Livestrong Foundation, 21 November 2011, Austin, USA.

Chambers SK. 
Managing Fears about Recurrence: Promoting Better 
Psychological Outcomes for Men with Advanced Prostate 
Cancer Empower Symposium, Invited presentation, 
AstraZeneca National Specialist Meeting, 2 August 2011, 
Melbourne.

Chambers SK. 
Psychological experience of women diagnosed with 
breast cancer, Invited Plenary, 16th Reach to Recovery 
International Breast Cancer Conference, 11 October 2011, 
Taiwan.

Chambers SK. 
Psycho-oncology and Clinical Practice, Invited Lecture, 
Griffith University Clinical Psychology Program, 13 
September 2011, Gold Coast.

Chambers SK. 
The Feasibility of Evaluating Peer Support Within a 
Controlled Research Design Invited presentation, Anderson 
Cancer Centre, 23 November 2011, Houston, USA.

Chambers SK. 
The Feasibility of Evaluating Peer Support Within a 
Controlled Research Design, Invited Presentation, Temple 
University, 17 November 2011, Philadelphia, USA.

Cramb SM, Baade PD, Mengersen, KL. 
Bayesian modelling of spatial variation in cancer outcomes 
in Queensland. CRC SI for Spatial Information workshop, 10 
May 2011, Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane.

Cramb SM, Baade PD, Mengersen, KL..
The Atlas of Cancer in Queensland: why and how? 
Health surveillance meeting. Invited peaker. 27 May 2011, 
Queensland Health, Brisbane.
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Cramb SM, Baade PD, Mengersen, KL.
Geographic disparities in breast cancer stage at diagnosis: 
a Bayesian spatio-temporal analysis. Bayes on the Beach, 
6-7 October 2011, Surfers Paradise.

Cramb SM, Baade PD, Mengersen, KL.
Spatial epidemiology of cancer. Queensland Epidemiology 
Group: Research Methods Showcase Seminar, 29 
November, 2011, University of Queensland, Brisbane.

Cramb SM, Baade PD, Mengersen, KL.
Variation in breast cancer survival in Queensland: impact of 
early diagnosis. Young Statisticians’ Conference 2011. 14-15 
July 2011 University of Queensland, Brisbane.

Cramb SM, Baade PD, Mengersen, KL. 
Variation in breast cancer survival in Queensland: impact 
of early diagnosis. Modern Spatial Statistics Conference. 
11-12 May 2011, Queensland University of Technology, 
Brisbane.

Dunn J. 
Closing Plenary Speaker. 16th Reach to Recovery 
International Breast Cancer Support Conference, 10-12 
November 2011, Taiwan.

Dunn J. 
Evidence Based Peer Support, Concurrent Session 
speaker. 16th Reach to Recovery International Breast 
Cancer Support Conference, 10-12 November 2011, 
Taiwan.

Dunn J. 
Forum on the Effects of Stigma and Nihilism on Lung 
Cancer Outcomes, Invited Speaker. Cancer Australia  23 
June, Melbourne, Australia 

Dunn J. 
Models and Systems of Care Delivery, Session Moderator. 
IPOS 13th World Congress, 16-20 October 2011, Antalya, 
Turkey.

Dunn J. 
Treating the Whole Person, Co-Chair Plenary session. 16th 
Reach to Recovery International Breast Cancer Support 
Conference, 10-12 November 2011, Taiwan.

Gordon L, Hawkes AL, Patrao T. 
Reliability of self-reported doctors’ visits and medication 
use among patients with colorectal cancer: CanChange. 
Health Services Research Association of Australia and New 
Zealand (HSRAANZ),5-7 December 2011, Adelaide.

Hawkes A, Pakenham K, Bell S, Kelly B, Patrao T.
Overcoming challenges in supporting health and wellbeing 
for cancer survivors – perspectives from the CanChange 
Health Coach. 34th  Annual Oncology Nurses Conference, 
April 7-8 2011, Brisbane. 

Hawkes A, Patrao T, Green A, Aitken J. 
Short-term effectiveness and acceptability of a telephone-
delivered intervention for people at risk of colorectal cancer. 
Clinical Oncological Society of Australia (COSA) 38th 
Annual Scientific Meeting, 15-17 November 2011, Perth.

Hawkes AL, Oldenburg B, Patrao T, Atherton J, Taylor B.
A trial of a telephone-delivered secondary prevention 
program for coronary heart disease patients: ProActive 
Heart. Public Health Association of Australia National 
Conference, 25-28 September 2011, Brisbane.

Hawkes AL, Pakenham K, Courneya K.S, Patrao T.
A  randomised controlled trial of the effects of a telephone-
delivered program on health behaviours and quality of 
life for colorectal cancer survivors (‘CanChange’). Clinical 
Oncological Society of Australia (COSA) 38th Annual 
Scientific Meeting, 15-17 November 2011, Perth.

O’Neil A, Hawkes AL, Chan B, Sanderson K, Oldenburg B. 
Improving psychosocial outcomes of cardiac patients: 
two real world implementation trials. Society Behavioural 
Medicine Annual Meeting. April 27 2011, Washington DC, 
USA.

White KM, Young R, Leske S, Hawkes AL. 
A qualitative investigation to elicit psychosocial influences 
underlying adult Australians’ sun safe practices. British 
Psychological Society Division of Health Psychology. 
September 14-16 2011, Southampton.

White KM, Young R, Leske S, Hawkes AL. 
Psychosocial influences determining Australians’ sun safe 
practices: Testing an extended theory of planned behaviour. 
25th European Health Psychology Conference. 20-24 
September 2011, Crete, Greece.

Youl P. 
Reducing your risk of skin cancer.  University of 
Queensland. Invited Speaker. February 2011, Brisbane.

Youl P. 
Research planning, execution and outcomes. Griffith 
University. Invited Speaker. April 2011, Brisbane.
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Youl P. 
Skin cancer diagnosis in the primary care setting: a 
comparison study of skin cancer clinic doctors and 
mainstream general practitioners. Invited Presentation. 1 
December 2011, Canberra.

Youl P. 
Sun protection and vitamin D: perceptions of the general 
public in Queensland. Centres of Research Excellence 
Annual Symposium. Invited Speaker. 22 November 2011, 
Brisbane

Youlden D, Baade PD, Valery PC, Hassall T, Ward L, 
Green AC, Aitken JF.
Area-based differentials in childhood cancer incidence and 
survival in Australia.  43rd Congress of the International 
Society of Paediatric Oncology, October 2011, Auckland. 

Youlden D, Baade PD, Valery PC, Hassall T, Ward L, 
Green AC, Aitken JF.
Childhood cancer statistics in Australia.  Invited Speaker. 
34th Annual Queensland Oncology Nurses Group 
Conference, April 2011, Brisbane.

Nationally Competitive Grants during 
2011

Baade P, Turrell G, Aitken J. Determinants of area-level 
inequalities in colorectal cancer survival; a multilevel study. 
NHMRC Grant # 561700 (2009-2011: $374,500)

Baade P. Career development fellowship. NHMRC Grant # 
APP1005334 ($424,920: 2011-2014)

Chambers SK, Smith D, Berry M, Lepore S, Foley E, 
Occhipinti S, Frydenberg M, Gardiner RA. Advanced 
Prostate Cancer Project: A Randomised Controlled Trial of 
a Mindfulness Intervention for Men with Advanced Prostate 
Cancer. NHMRC Grant # 1024989 (2012-2014: $706,243) 

Chambers SK, Baade, P. Youl, P. Aitken, J. Dunn, J. 
Garvey, G. Valerie, P. O’Connell, D. A project to build an 
accessible evidence base on the effects of stigma and 
nihilistic views on outcomes in lung cancer in Australia that 
can be used by policy makers, health professionals and 
cancer control agencies to inform the content of public 
health messages, clinical practice and supportive care 
guidelines. Cancer Australia (2011-2013: $588,112)

Chambers SK, Newton, R. Girgis, A. Lepore, S. 
Mihalopoulos, C. Gardiner, R. Galvao, D. Occhipinti, S. 
ProsCan for Life: A Multimodal Supportive Care Intervention 
for Men with Prostate Cancer. Beyond Blue/Cancer 
Australia Grant # APP1008320 (2011-2013: $598,194)

Steginga (Chambers), SK. Girgis, A. Occhipinti, S. Turner, 
J. Carter, R. Dunn, J. Improving the Psychosocial Health of 
People with Cancer and their Carers: A Community Based 
Approach: Beyond Blue/Cancer Australia Grant # 561701 
(2009-2011: $540,248)

Steginga (Chambers) SK, Gardiner RA, Nicol D,
Aitken J, Occhipinti S. Predicting and promoting long term 
adjustment for men with prostate cancer: ProsCan NHMRC 
Project Grant #442301 (2007-2011: $289,564) 

Steginga (Chambers) SK. Population health career 
development awards: NHMRC Grant # 496003 ($370,000: 
2009-2011) 

Youl P, Kelly C, Baade P, Muscat M, Murray R. “Stop the 
smokes for a healthy bub”. Commonwealth Department of 
Health and Ageing. $480,000: 2010-2012.

Youl P, Baade P, Aitken J, Chambers SK, Dunn J,
& Pyke C. A multi-level investigation of inequalities in clinical 
and psychosocial outcomes for women after breast cancer.  
Cancer Australia. $588,745; ID APP1006339. 2011-2013.

Awards 

Professor Suzanne Chambers 2011 Winner of Clinical 
Research Award in the Australian Society for Medical 
Research (Qld) Health and Medical Research Awards.

Additional service to research and the 
broader community during 2011w

Cancer Council Australia
National Public Health Committee: Pip Youl
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Conference Organising Committees

Oceania Tobacco Control Conference, Chair, Organising 
Committee 2010-2011: Suzanne Chambers

International Psycho-Oncology Society World Congress 
2011-2012, Chair, Organising Committee: Jeff Dunn

International Psycho-Oncology Society World Congress 
2011-2012, Deputy Chair, Organising Committee:
Suzanne Chambers

Expert Advisory Committees

Abbot Patient Program Development Group
ANZUP Cancer Trials Group Limited Quality of Life 
Committee
ANZUP Cancer Trials Group Limited Scientific Advisory 
Committee
BreastScreen Queensland
Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia Nurse Working 
Group
Union for International Cancer Control Strategic Advisory 
Panel

Professional Memberships

Andrology Australia
Australasian Brachytherapy Group
Australasian Epidemiological Association
Australian & New Zealand Urological Nurses Society
Australian Psychological Society
Australian Research Council
Cancer Nursing Society of Australia
Clinical Oncological Society of Australasia
International Psycho-Oncology Society
Lance Armstrong Foundation
Multinational Association of Supportive Care in Cancer
Oncology Nurses Group
Psycho-Oncology Co-operative Research Group
Queensland Urological Nurses Society
Queensland Epidemiological Group
Union for International Cancer Control
Urological Society of Australia and New Zealand

Reviews for journals

Annals of Behavioural Medicine
Archives of Dermatological Research
Australian Family Physician
Australian New Zealand Journal Public Health
BioPsychoSocial Medicine
BMC Dermatology
BMC Cancer
BMC Family Practice
BMC Gastroenterology
BMC Public Health
British Journal of Cancer
British Journal of Dermatology
British Journal of Urology International
Canadian Medical Association Journal
Cancer
Cancer Causes Control
Clinical and Experimental Dermatology
Health Promotion Journal of Australia
Health Psychology
International Journal of Cancer
International Journal of Gynecological Cancer
Journal of European Academy of Dermatology Venereology
Journal of Health Psychology
Journal of Psychosomatic Research
Journal of Thoracic Oncology
Medical Journal of Australia
Pan American Journal of Public Health
Patient Education and Counselling
Preventive Medicine
Psychology Health and Medicine
Psycho-Oncology
Quality of Life Research
Respirology
Supportive Care in Cancer

Reviews for funding bodies
Australian Research Council: Suzanne Chambers
Icelander Center for Research: Jeff Dunn
National Health and Medical Research Council:
Suzanne Chambers
The Prostate Cancer Charity, UK: Suzanne Chambrs
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Brisbane 
553 Gregory Terrace 
Fortitude Valley Qld 4006
T: 07 3634 5100
F: 07 3257 1306

Bundaberg
Ground floor, 312 Bourbong Street 
Bundaberg West Qld 4670
T: 07 4150 4500
F: 07 3259 8401

Cairns
169 Aumuller Street
Bungalow Qld 4870
T: 07 4047 5500
F: 07 3259 8478

Gold Coast
Cnr Short Street & Marine Pde
Southport Qld 4215
T: 07 5503 3700
F: 07 3259 8457

Mackay
Level 3, 45 Victoria Street 
Mackay Qld 4740
T: 07 4842 2000
F: 07 3259 8371

Rockhampton
43 Upper Dawson Road
Rockhampton Qld 4700
T: 07 4932 8600
F: 07 3259 8480

Sunshine Coast
Shop 4, Credit Union Australia Plaza,
Cnr Maroochydore Road
& Baden Powell Street
Maroochydore Qld 4558
T: 07 5451 6000
F: 07 3259 8470

Townsville
24 Warburton Street
North Ward Qld 4810
T: 07 4796 8400
F: 07 3259 8507

Toowoomba
137 Herries Street 
Toowoomba Qld 4350
T: 07 4690 5800
F: 07 3259 8481
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